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of sharing the throne of Henry YIIL, the poverty of the crown
precluded the long from indulging his love of pomp and pageantry
in any of the public fetes and rejoicings which had been so fre-
quent in. the first thirty years of his reign. The expense of a
coronation for the new queen was out of the question; and,
though she was dowered in the same proportion as her predeces-
sors had been, it must have been a source of comfort to Katharine
that she enjoyed a fine income as the widow both of lord Borough
and lord Latimer, independently of her royal allowance as queen
consort of England. The expenses of the queen's breakfast, on
an average calculation, amounted only to 7QL per arm run. It
was commanded by the lord great-master at "Westminster, in the
month of June, 35th Henry YIIL, that the queen's maids should
daily have a chine of beef served to them for their breakfast.

The university of Cambridge, dreading the spoliation witt
which it was threatened, implored the protection of the learned
queen. Katharine, who was not forgetful of the affection and re-
spect which had been ever manifested for her person and character
by this erudite body, exerted her utmost influence with her royal
husband to avert the storm that impended over that ancient
nursery of learning and piety.

The triumph which Katharine Parr's virtuous influence ob-
tained, in this instance, over the sordid passions of Henry and
his greedy ministers, ought to endear the name of the royal
patroness of learning to every mind capable of appreciating her
magnanimity and moral courage. The beauty, the talents, and
rare acquirements of Katharine Parr, together with the delicate
tact which taught her how to make the most of those advantages,
enabled her to retain her empire over the fickle heart of Henry
for a longer period than the fairest and most brilliant of her
predecessors. But these charms were not the most powerful
talismans with which the queen won her influence. It was her
domestic virtues, her patience, her endearing manners, that
rendered her indispensable to the irritable and diseased volup-
tuary, who was now paying the severe penalty of bodily tortures
and mental disquiet for the excesses of his former life. Henry
had grown so corpulent and unwieldy in person, that he was in-
capable of taking the slightest exercise, much less of recreating
himself with the invigorating field sports and boisterous pastimes
in which he had formerly delighted. The days load come unex-
pectedly upon "him in which he had no pleasure. His body was
so swollen and enfeebled by dropsy, that he could not be moved
to an upper chamber without the aid of machinery. Hitherto,
the excitement of playing the leading part in the public drama of